April 14, 2015
TO:

MEMBERS OF THE SCHOOL BOARD OF PINELLAS COUNTY

FROM:

MICHAEL A. GREGO, Ed. D., SUPERINTENDENT
SUBJECT:
Setting a Public Hearing and Authorizing the Advertisement of the Public Hearing to Consider the Amendment to Policy 9180 – VOLUNTEERS (This is the first reading.) 
BACKGROUND:
Pursuant to Chapter 120, Florida Statutes, an amendment to policy (rule) is being proposed regarding Policy 9180 – VOLUNTEERS.  No economic impact is expected. This is the first reading of the proposed amendment to policy.  
In January 2015, a Volunteer Review Committee met to discuss the process for volunteer registration and screening. They reviewed other districts’ policies, reviewed the number of volunteers registered and disqualified each year, discussed the history and purpose of the policy, and any changes that might increase volunteer participation without jeopardizing the safety of the students. 

The committee determined that both a policy change and increased communication of the appeals process was appropriate to foster volunteer participation without adversely affecting student safety. The Board discussed this policy change at the workshop on March 17, 2015.
Included as part of this agenda item are the proposed policy amendments which include portions of the policy that are being amended.  Words struck through are deletions; words underlined are additions.
STRATEGIC DIRECTION:  Learning in a Safe Environment
ALTERNATIVES:
1.
Approve the setting of a public hearing and authorize the advertisement of the public hearing to consider the proposed amendment to policy.

2.
Modify the amendment, approve the setting of a public hearing, and authorize advertisement of the public hearing to consider the modified amendment to policy.

3.
Do not approve the setting of a public hearing and authorization to advertise the public hearing to consider the proposed amendment to policy.

RECOMMENDATION:
Alternative #1 is recommended.
RATIONALE:
In order to increase volunteer participation without jeopardizing the safety of the students, Category Two offenses were removed (felony crimes of violence and felony sale of controlled substances) as the committee deemed the 25-year disqualification period excessive (page 2 lines 23-29).  These offenses will now fall under the next Category (other felony crimes and misdemeanors of sexual or child-related offenses) and now have a 10-year disqualification period. Additionally, disqualifications based on convictions for worthless checks were removed completely (page 2 lines 32-33, page 3 lines 1-2).
IMPACT STATEMENT:
Impact as to the District:  If Alternative 1 is adopted, no economic impact is expected.  Impact to the Public:  If Alternative 1 is adopted, the School Board determines that a formal economic impact statement is not required pursuant to Section 120.54(2)(b) Florida Statutes.

DATA SOURCES:
Mary Beth Corace, Ph.D., Director, Strategic Planning and Policy
Laurie Dart, Staff Attorney

David Koperski, School Board Attorney - reviewed as to form and legality

SUBMITTED BY:
Lori Matway, Associate Superintendent Student and Community Support Services
